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348 Reviews of Books 

Huldreich Zwingli, the Reformer of German Switzerland. By Sam- 
uel Macauley Jackson. [Heroes of the Reformation Series.] 
(New York : G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1901. Pp. xxvi, 519.) 

Selected Works of Huldreich Zwingli. Edited by Samuel Macauley 

Jackson. (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania. 1901. 

Pp. 258.) 

In these two volumes Professor Jackson has made a noteworthy con- 
tribution to the material readily available for the study of the Swiss 
Reformation ; a contribution the more to be welcomed from the fact 
that it does not merely consist of the conclusions of a single investigator, 
however scholarly and well-informed, but affords as well a large and com- 
prehensive group of documents, bearing upon the life and work of 
Huldreich Zwingli, bringing the reader into a closer and more sympa- 
thetic contact with Swiss affairs, and enabling him in many particulars to 
corroborate or criticise the conclusions of the author and editor. As a 
brief and relatively complete presentation of the facts in the life of the 
Swiss reformer, Professor Jackson's books are much to be commended, 
and may well serve as a guide for future makers of books of a similarly 
popular but substantial character. Such books go far toward satisfying 
the demands of the student of general history, and it is to be hoped that 
the omnivorous reading public has already so far yielded to the fascina- 
tion of original documents, that these have come to be, in literary mat- 
ters, an indispensable addition to a suitable bill of fare. 

Another feature of the book which merits attention is the excellent 
introduction by Professor Vincent. It may not be unusual to preface a 
biography with a general description of the subject's environment; but 
it was a particularly happy thought to select for this collaboration a 
scholar whose attention has been so largely centered upon this field. 
Nor is the result otherwise than was to be expected. The " Historical 
Survey of Switzerland at the Beginning of the Sixteenth Century " is an 
admirable piece of condensation. It brings the reader into close relation 
with German life in that evasive period, the chief difficulty of which 
seems to be that it is made up of the ends and the beginnings of two 
abutting epochs. The introduction gives assurance of a wide and thor- 
ough knowledge of the subject, even with the results condensed into a 
half century of pages, and clears the way for the entrance of the hero. 

Of the 800 pages which the two volumes contain, not less than half 
is devoted to the presentation of source material, of which one hundred 
pages are appended to the biography itself. The biography covers more 
than three hundred pages. It is written with fairness and with a know- 
ledge of the facts, and will be read with interest and profit. For the 
general reader the biography will no doubt be the best esteemed portion 
of Professor Jackson's present work; but for the student, for whom 
Zwingli has become something more than a name, it will be less im- 
portant. This is due to no intrinsic fault in the biography itself, but to 
the fact that the original documents are so well selected and prepared. 
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With the possible exception of Professor Emerton's Erasmus, the 
Zwingli is altogether the best biography the series has yet produced. 
Other contributors have labored, it may be, with the difficulty of finding 
new spots of fertility in fields of ancient tillage. In the case of the 
Erasmus, the author's necessity of forcing his " Hero " to pose with his 
least attractive side toward the audience was confessedly a limitation. 

Professor Jackson's personal estimate of Zwingli, given in the preface, 
is of interest as giving evidence of the spirit with which the writer has 
undertaken his task. He says : " Whether he was right in his theology the 
author does not here discuss ; nor is he at all concerned to expound and 
defend his distinctive teachings. But he believes that if the four great 
continental reformers, Luther, Melanchthon, Zwingli and Calvin, should 
appear to-day, the one among them who would have to do least to adapt 
himself to our modern way of thought . . . would be Huldreich Zwingli." 

The doctrinal side of Zwingli's work is, however, not neglected. In 
a supplementary chapter Professor Foster has contributed a discussion of 
Zwingli's theology, philosophy and ethics. Here the average reader, 
whose education in the technique of theology has been, for some unpardon- 
able reason, neglected, may find himself in no small danger of losing his 
foothold. He will be surprised as well to note the meager attention 
given to Zwingli's characteristic view of the eucharist, a view which, from 
the fact that in the course of time it has come to gain ground against the 
attempts of Luther and Calvin to find a resting place between the dictum 
of the church and the exigencies of literal interpretation, serves more 
than any other part of Zwingli's theology to justify Professor Jackson's 
conclusions as to the modernism of the Zwinglian spirit. 

Turning to the selections from Zwingli's works, which make up a 
considerable part of Zwingli and the whole of the Selections, the student 
will be pleased to find a translation in full of Zwingli's refutation of the 
doctrines and practice of the Katabaptists. He will here be enabled to 
pursue his inquiries, although not, it is true, under sympathetic guidance, 
into the nature of that peculiar product of the spiritual revolt of the fif- 
teenth century, which, in its various phases, drew down upon itself from 
the reformers a measure of bitterness, beside which the mutual antagonism 
of Catholic and Protestant seems mild indeed. 

The entire series of the " Heroes of the Reformation " has shown, so 
far, evidences of care and good taste in those external particulars which go 
to the making of attractive and legible books. The illustrations have 
been selected from contemporaneous material, in accordance with a gen- 
erally accepted canon of historical publication. The author of Zwingli 
has departed more widely than his predecessors from this rule by intro- 
ducing photographic views of buildings and other objects associated with 
Zwingli's career. The experiment is not wholly successful. The unity 
of the book is marred with the intrusion of gas-lamps and tram-cars and 
other untimely objects in the foreground of the pictures. In the case of 
a book constructed with less harmony of details, this fault might pass 
unnoticed. Merrick Whitcomb. 



